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31st SuSanA meeting
2.00-3.30 pm CEST - Wednesday, 18th August



of speakers were from Low- 
and Middle-Income Countries 
(LMICs)

Speaker and Participant Snapshot

Participant Breakdown

78%

80% of abstracts were from LMICs

48% of presenters in the track 
sessions were female

Attendee Top 5 Countries

India

South Africa

Zambia

USA

Indonesia

50 out of the 
61 countries in 
attendance 
were from 
LMICs

Speaker Breakdown

82%

*16% of participants did not disclose a gender.

35%
of 585 
attendees, 
over one-third 
were female*



Unique event format
● Provide live sessions for almost 

every time zone
● Give people flexibility on when 

they could watch sessions
● Convert World Emptying 

Challenge to a virtual challenge
● Virtual Exhibition
● Provide opportunities for 

discussion
● Create virtual platform to work 

in low bandwidth settings



Program 
Highlights: 
Types of 
sessions



Program Themes

Need for 
standards and 
regulatory 
frameworks

3

“We need to start 

developing standard 

methods to improve 

communication among 

practitioners, designers, 

students, and teachers.” 

– Linda Strande

Need for unique 
financing and 
affordable 
systems

4

“It is good to remember 

that most sanitation 

systems in the world are 

subsidised in some 

capacity.” 

- Dr. Caroline Delaire

Importance of 
building 
effective 
partnerships

5

“Co-creation will be key in 

strategically prioritising 

interventions addressing 

necessary changes at the 

organisation leader and 

peer level.” 

– Euphresia Luseka

Importance of 
co-treatment in 
urban sanitation

2

“Good service is valuable 

to all residents wherever 

they live or whatever their 

socio-economic status”

-Nick Alcock

Strong call for 
more diversity in 
the FSM sector

1

“Often we become 

entrenched and inherited 

in systems and outdated 

paradigms that meaningful 

change starts to feel out of 

range.” 

– Mei Yee Chan



Objectives: 
● Provide emptiers a platform to showcase their work (without travel)
● Recognition of the vital role of emptiers in city-wide inclusive sanitation (CWIS) 
● Recognition of the benefits of small capital investments to build better businesses. 

Video submission guidelines: 
● Length: 3 minutes or less
● PPE
● Emptying of pit or septic tank
● Cleaning up at end of job
● Disposal/reuse
● Teamwork

All videos can still be 
seen on FSMA’s 

YouTube channel to 
learn more about how 

emptying varies!

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLibqcN0VK6km1JsZKL-z1NgoJfuLTJ6N3
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLibqcN0VK6km1JsZKL-z1NgoJfuLTJ6N3
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLibqcN0VK6km1JsZKL-z1NgoJfuLTJ6N3


World Emptying Challenge Winners

Popular Vote Winner Technical Challenge Winner

Team 8 - India Brilliant Sanitation (Uganda)

Team 23 - Gresik, Indonesia Luapula Water (Zambia)

Team 22 - Bekasi Utility, 
Indonesia

Southern Water & Sanitation 
Company (Zambia)  



Hear from some 
of the World 
Emptying 
Challenge 
competitors from 
Uganda and 
Zambia 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRCkT11PrjM


Subscribe to our newsletter via www.fsm-alliance.org 

Follow us on: 

    Twitter- @fsm_alliance

    LinkedIn- @faecalsludgemanagementalliance

    Instagram- @fsmalliance

    YouTube- FSM Alliance

 

Stay Tuned!

FSM6 Highlights Report published later this month.

 

Save the date for FSM7!
Feb 2023



CWIS @ FSM-6

Abishek S Narayan

Eawag-Sandec

WG-6 Co-Lead 

abishek_water



Session Stats

• Spotlight Workshop 

• 90 - minutes

• 60 - full participants

• 95 – high attendees 

• Organizers – Eawag and ISF- UTS



Session Outline

• Introduction to CWIS and its principles

• Breakout Groups
• Asia Case – SNV & Municipality on Kushtia, 

(Bangladesh)

• Africa Case – World Bank & Utility on Lusaka, 
(Zambia)

• Plenary Reporting 



Key results - 1

Zambia Case
• Mix of Technologies 

• Lusaka was ahead of the curve 

• FSM included in the utility’s mandate

• Sewer interventions at scale

• Human centred design in onsite sanitation

• Innovative Financing

• Performance Based contracts for the utility

• Strong regulation 



Key results - 2

Bangladesh Case
• Enforcement Mechanism

• Various sanitation laws, policies and strategies 
introduced

• FSM regulation framework 2017 introduced

• National Action Plan 2020 

• Kushtia Bye Laws and Operational Health and 
Safety Guidelines



Some Key Takeaways
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From an organizer's point of view

• 45 mins discussion for breakout groups is necessary. 

• First 5-10 mins is the hesitance period – so prepare 
teaser questions

• Miro board was not so actively used

• Menti meter is useful engagement

• Give speakers enough info on what’s expected

• Give participants enough space for their voice

• Logistics on online conference is always more 
complicated than you think!

• Would like to have the sessions made open access soon. 



If you missed CWIS 
@ FSM-6, 



FSM6: Track 3

The Role of Sanitation and FSM Actors
A N J A L I  M A N A N D H A R  S H E R PA

P H D  R E S E A R C H E R ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B R I S TO L  |  5 0 0 B  S O LU T I O N S  P V T.  LT D. ,  N E PA L  
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THANK YOU!



Highlights

Faecal Sludge Management 
(FSM6) Conference 



Session specific experiences… 
1. Opening Ceremony (May 31st)

• Set the right tone for rest of the conference.
• FSM Heroes section was a great way to honour and showcase folks who 

really make a difference in this sector. 
• Appropriate length.

3. Women in WASH (June 3rd)
• Great facilitation
• Encouraging to also see men participating.

2. Co-treatment of FS / Septage in Sewage Treatment 
Facilities (June 1st)
• Take-home messages were clear: Co-treatment is an option for FS 

treatment that can be applied in larger, newer facilities where the 
tendency for failure is lower. 

• Opportunity for more elaborate and diverse examples of where tool had 
been applied. 



Take-home messages… 

• Online format executed well. 
• Encouraging to see how the conference and 

participation in all aspects of FSM has grown since it’s 
beginning.   

• Missed networking opportunities that an in-person 
conference would provide. 

• Opportunities for increased diversity in presentation 
topics, specifically case-study examples.


