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Fig. 1: Project locations (Romania, North Macedonia and
Albania)

1 General data

Type of project:

Introducing WSSP (Water and Sanitation Safety Planning)
in rural communities of Romania, North Macedonia and
Albania with focus on schools

Project period:

Start of activities: 08/2017

End of activities: 04/2019

Ongoing monitoring period planned for: 2020
Project scale:

Number of people covered: 304

Address of project location:

Different rural communities

Planning institution:

WECF e.V. (Women Engage for a Common Future)
Executing institution:

Aquademica (Romania), JHR (Journalists for Human
Rights, North Macedonia), WIDSH (Women in
Development Shkoder, Albania)

2 Objective and motivation of the project

Based on the WSSP-Compendium developed by WECF,
teachers and pupils in rural areas of Romania, North
Macedonia and Albania were trained on WSSP and WASH. In
Romania, a WSSP training programme for teachers was set
up and accredited at state level. Also, a guideline for small
communities _on risk-based drinking water management
was developed.
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Fig. 2: Included sanitation components in WSSP

The project contributed to raising awareness and empowering
the local population about environmental protection and
sustainable water and sanitation management. This improves
living conditions in rural areas. In addition, improved
cooperation between NGOs, schools, experts, authorities and
politicians supported the democratisation of the countries.

Fig. 3: Workshop with teachers in Albania on
Water and Sanitation Safety Planning - WSSP (WECF, 2018)

3 Location and conditions

Especially in North Macedonia and Albania, the water and
sanitation supply is well below EU standards, but there is also
a strong need for action in Romania. In the three project
countries, there is a large gap between rural and urban areas
in terms of infrastructure and living conditions. In many rural
areas, the water supply and sanitation systems are not up to
date and need to be improved. Families are often dependent
on a private or public well for their water supply, which is
usually not adequately protected against anthropogenic
pollution. In addition, information on water quality is not known
or accessible to the public in rural areas. In many wells or
small water supply systems, nitrates and microorganisms
exceed the maximum allowed EU standards for drinking
water.


https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
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In rural areas, simple latrines that pollute the environment are
commonly used. When investing are made in centralised
wastewater treatment, larger municipalities or cities are
generally preferred, which puts many rural residents at a
disadvantage in terms of safe water supply and sanitation.

The majority of the population, lack knowledge about the
exact link between water quality, sewage and waste disposal,
hygiene and health. Often pollution of drinking water sources
has anthropogenic causes in many places and can also be
remedied locally or regionally.

The lack of knowledge and information about these
interrelationships contribute to diseases, especially among
children, which can be prevented through improved hygienic
practices and sanitary facilities.

4 Project history

In 2014, WECF published a three-part compendium on WSSP
in rural communities with a focus on schools (funded by DBU,
German Federal Environmental Foundation) — based on the
WHO guidelines on "Water Safety Planning" and "Sanitation
Safety Planning" for cities. A second edition was published in
2016 (funded by BMU, Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety). The concept of
WSSP addresses the identification of risks that may affect
water and sanitation security and human health. Following the
risk assessment, risk mitigation and risk management
measures are identified. WSSP is discussed, developed and
implemented with the involvement of all stakeholders and can
be planned and implemented for large cities, small rural
communities or individual buildings.

WSSP comprises ten steps:

1. Setting up a WSSP work team and programme

2. Description of local drinking water systems and
sanitation facilities

3. Identify relevant stakeholders and regulations

4. Documentation and mapping of objectives

5. Risk assessment and water testing

6. Exchange of information, mobilisation of the
community

7. Development of an action plan

8. Report and share planned actions

9. Implement the planned measures

10. Monitor, improve or adapt WSSP activities

Based on this compendium, several educational activities
have already been carried out in schools, where pupils were
introduced to WSSP and interactively designed WSSP for
their school building.

Within this project, a Train-the-Teacher programme "Training
of skills for the active participation of schools in WSSP"
was developed for Romania. The training was accredited at
state level, so that in future all teachers will have to participate
regularly. It is aimed at primary school teachers and aims to
provide teachers with the necessary know-how and tools to
teach pupils the necessary knowledge about water in general,
the water cycle, drinking water quality requirements, water
supply systems, water pollution, sewage and sanitation
systems and their interconnection, while at the same time
promoting environmental awareness.

Based on part C of the WSSP Compendium and in
accordance with the Romanian country-specific requirements
for teaching materials, various teaching materials for WSSP

were produced. To support the teachers, a series of
presentations had been developed, and a student workbook
entitled "Water Safety in the 215t Century" as well, which will

be provided to teachers in a "ready to print" format.

As a member state of the EU, Romania had to implement the
requirements of Annex 1 of the EU Drinking Water Directive
on risk-based drinking water management (WSP approach) in
2017. Therefore, Aquademica, with the support of the
Romanian Ministry of Health, developed a "Guideline for
small communities on risk-based drinking water
management" as a binding regulation in Romania.

The project also included several educational activities and
workshops for teachers and other stakeholders in
Albania and North Macedonia. The workshops were
generally conducted in the target communities with the help of
the WSSP Compendium. Knowledge about water cycles,
requirements for drinking water quality, ways of water
pollution, requirements for safe sanitary facilities or the
treatment of faeces and their risks were thus vividly passed
on, whereby the respective living conditions of the population
were taken into account. Simple methods of measuring the
quality of water by measuring turbidity and odour as well as
nitrate values using rapid tests were presented and practiced.

WIDSH organised a workshop in Albania for 26
representatives of local educational and health institutions,
water companies, doctors of the health centre and community
members of Malési e Madhe. They were trained both on
WSSP guidelines and the Compendium. Also, the
implementation of risk assessments was presented.

In addition, various educational measures were carried out
for school and kindergarten children in Albania and North
Macedonia. The pupils were offered practical activities within
the framework of the WSSP programme, such as water
analyses, excursions to the water catchment area, visits to
toilet facilities and an exchange of experiences with other
schools - according to Part C of the WSSP Compendium.
Kindergarten children were taught the basics of hygiene in a
playful way through painting and hand washing activities. In
the primary school of the Albanian community Malési e
Madhe, a WASH club with 25 children was founded, which
now also ensures the sustainability of the project in the
school.

In Albania, 14 teachers from two schools, 80 children from 18
primary schools, 50 kindergarten children from 17
kindergartens and 30 representatives from various institutions
were trained.

In Northern Macedonia, training was provided for 80 pupils
and four teachers from two primary schools and for 50
children and three educators from two kindergartens.

As there is often a lack of know-how on water quality and
sanitation in North Macedonia, 30 different stakeholders were
informed in a round table on "Directive 98/83/EC on the
quality of water intended for human consumption”.

A second round table was organised on "Should access to
water be enshrined as a human right in the North
Macedonian Constitution?“. The aim of the discussion was
to promote public and professional discussion on the need to
include the right to water in the North Macedonian
Constitution. Water should be available to the North
Macedonian population in sufficient quality and quantity —
financially sustainable and without any form of discrimination.


https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://www.wecf.org/wssp-compendium/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/water-quality/safety-planning/en/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/water-quality/safety-planning/en/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/sanitation-safety-planning/en/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/sanitation-safety-planning/en/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/sanitation-safety-planning/en/
https://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/sanitation-waste/wastewater/sanitation-safety-planning/en/
https://www.didactic.ro/materiale-didactice/siguranta-apei-in-secolul-xxi
https://www.didactic.ro/materiale-didactice/siguranta-apei-in-secolul-xxi
http://aquademica.ro/siguranta-apei-in-secolul-21/
http://aquademica.ro/siguranta-apei-in-secolul-21/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
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https://aquademica.ro/guideline-for-small-communities-on-risk-based-drinking-water-management-in-romania/
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5 Type and level of reuse

The three-part compendium on WSSP in rural communities
published by WECF is freely available in English, Romanian,
Albanian, Northern Macedonian and Bulgarian.

The activities based on the compendium - both WSSP
training and WSS planning itself — are applicable to most rural
areas in the Balkans and beyond. WECF has already
successfully implemented several measures and is expected
to extend them to other regions.

As the compendium is freely accessible, WSSP activities can
also be carried out by all other interested actors.

6 Institutions, organisations and contact
persons

Project lead

WECF e.V. (Women Engage for a Common Future)

Bistra Mihaylova, Verena Demmelbauer
bistra.mihaylova@wecf.org, verena.demmelbauer@wecf.org
St. Jakobs-Platz 10

80331 Munich

Germany

Project partners
Activities in Romania:
Agquademica

Dr. Ing. Monica Isacu
monica.isacu@gmail.com
Bd. Gh. Lazar 11 A
Timisoara, 300081
Romania

Activities in North Macedonia:

JHR (Journalists for Human Rights)
Natasha Dokovska
ndokovska@gmail.com

Venijamin Macukovski 2A/3-16
1000 Skopje

North Macedonia

Activities in Albania:

WIDSH (Women in Development Shkoder)
Adriana Spahiu

info@gzhsh.org

Rruga Marin Bicikemi

Shkodér

Albania
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