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Where is MHM in schools in the SDGs?

Are national baselines available? 

What indicators are being monitored and through what sources?

What actions are needed to improve monitoring?

Global monitoring of MHM in Schools



Global goals and targets related to WASH in Schools



New JMP service ladders for WASH in schools

DRINKING WATER SANITATION HYGIENE

Advance service: Additional criteria 
may include quality, quantity, 
continuity, and accessibility to all 
users

Advanced service: Additional criteria 
may include student per toilet ratios, 
menstrual hygiene facilities, 
cleanliness, accessibility to all users, 
and excreta management systems

Advanced service: Additional criteria 
may include hygiene education, 
group handwashing, menstrual 
hygiene materials, and accessibility 
to all users

Basic service: Drinking water from an 
improved source and water is 
available at the school at the time of 
the survey

Basic service: Improved sanitation 
facilities at the school that are single-
sex and usable (available, functional 
and private) at the time of the survey

Basic service: Handwashing facilities 
with water and soap available at the 
school  at the time of the survey

Limited service: Drinking water from 
an improved source but water is 
unavailable at the school at the time 
of the survey

Limited service: Improved sanitation 
facilities at the school that are either 
not single-sex or not usable at the 
time of the survey

Limited service: Handwashing 
facilities with water but no soap 
available at the school at the time of 
the survey

No service: Drinking water from an 
unimproved source or no water 
source at the school

No service: Unimproved sanitation 
facilities or no sanitation facilities at 
the school

No service: No handwashing facilities 
available or no water available at the 
school 



Basic WASH in schools (2016)

• Estimates for 92 countries 

• 69% of schools had a basic 
drinking water service

• Estimates for 101 countries 

• 66% of schools had a basic 
sanitation service

• Estimates for 81 countries

• 53% of schools had a basic 
hygiene service

~335 million girls 

went to schools 
without water and 
soap available



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Acceptability



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

MHM specific indicators vary widely between countries and surveys

Data from 11 
countries



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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MHM specific indicators vary widely between countries and surveys



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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MHM specific indicators vary widely between countries and surveys



79

55
48 47

38 37

0

20

40

60

80

100

Serbia
(2016, sub-

natl)

India
(2017)

Lebanon
(2017)

France
(2007)

Bangladesh
(2014)

Liberia
(2016)

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
sc

h
o

o
ls

 (
%

)

Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries

MHM specific indicators vary widely between countries and surveys



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Data from 11 
countries
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MHM specific indicators vary widely between countries and surveys



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

A recent survey in Liberia included MHM in schools

1. Does latrine incorporate menstrual hygiene management components? Yes/No (observed by trained enumerators)

Source: Liberia UNICEF 2017
Latrine incorporates MHM components (e.g. disposal bin, water and soap in latrine stalls)



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Zambia has included MHM in the EMIS

1. Does the school offer Menstrual Hygiene Management education?  Yes/No
2. Does the school provide sanitary towels for the girls? Yes/No
3. Does the school have facilities for disposal of used sanitary towels? Yes/No



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Globally 
recommended 
Expanded 
Questions



Focus Group Discussion Guide

Asking girls directly…





Moving Forward – Call to Action

Establish clear indicators for MHM in schools (priority 2) 

Harmonize with global expanded questions where appropriate

Learn from female students to establish priority indicators for the context

Collect data on MHM in schools (priority 4)

Establish national baselines 

Monitor through existing national systems where possible (priority 5)

Use data to inform policy, resource allocation and programming (priority 1, 3)

 Share data globally and with all levels of government to identify gaps and inform action



Thank you!
info@washdata.org



EXTRA SLIDES



Enhanced monitoring and advanced service levels

Availability

The ratio of students to toilets often exceeds national guidelines, for both girls and boys


