sustainable & ':fjl_é‘ﬁfifg'? S oUstdifiable
sanitation wsanitatiopfora bettenlifa
alliance N

i SN d

@ EcoSan
Club

SuSanA Exhibition at the IWA World

Water Congress Vienna, 07. - 12. 09.
2008

Activity Report

Report written by

Elke Miillegger (EcoSan Club)

M +4300)664.3738672

Elke Miillegger
elke.muellegger@ecosan.at T +43(0)2856.27339
F +43(0)2856.27362

Www.ecosan.at



Report 1introduction

1 Introduction

The 6. IWA World Water Congress and Exhibition took place from 7.-12. September
2008 at the Austria Centre in Vienna. It brought together about 4.500 international
water / wastewater professionals and visitors, who discussed the latest developments
in sustainable water and wastewater management and offered the possibility to

exchange knowledge.

In addition to over 1000 papers presented, a number of keynote speeches and various
workshops the congress included an exhibition, where companies, knowledge and
research institutes, utilities, NGOs etc. had the possibilities to showcase their
products and services. SuSanA used the possibility to present the coalition to the

public and to raise interest among the participants of the conference.

2 Activities

2.1 SuSanA booth

The SuSanA booth was situated very central, next to the development corner and in
close neighbourhood to other international “development” organisations, like
Austrian Development Agency, SPLASH Program, WHO, UNHABITAT and others.

At the booth a variety of material from several SuSanA member organisations was
showcased: a urine diversion dry toilet model, two different types of waterless urinals
and a schematic model of a vertical flow constructed wetland system attracted
interest and attention. Information brochures, posters, leaflets, magazines and books

have been offered to be picked by interested visitors.

The booth offered additionally a platform for SuSanA members to meet and discuss.
This opportunity was well used and throughout the conference many small informal

meetings took place.

The interest was generally very high and many people passing by the booth stopped
to have a look and asked for detailed information about the SuSanA network. Many

people were impressed about the huge number of member organisations.
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2 Activities

Figure 1 and 2: The SuSanA booth — a meeting platform.

2.2 Development corner

At the Development Corner two sessions were hosted by SuSanA:

- The challenging knowledge gap. Mo. 8.Sept. 2008. Speakers: Gunilla Brattberg

(SEI) and Elisabeth van Munch (GTZ).

- Making “Sustainable Sanitation” more tangible — current thinking on criteria and

indicators. Wed. 10. Sept. 2008. Speakers: Stefan Jung (EcoSan Club) and Helmut

Lehn (ITAS).

Early progress for SuSanA

ne of the dialogues at the Development Comer yestentay afternoon
looked ot cinrent ihinking on eriterda and indicators for sustainahle
sanitation.

Discussion amongst participants was preceded by ashort presentation
on the Sustainable Sanitation Alliance (SuSanA), given by StEfan Jung of
Bustria’s EcoSan Club. & second speaker, On Halmist Lebn, outlined the
development of appropriate critera and indicators, framed by the basic
concepts that 4 sustainable=anitation system shauld have reggrd o
human Bealty and hygisns, protect the environment and ron-renswable
resaurces, while being ecanomically viable, sceially scceptmble and
technically and institutianally appropriate.

I answar o a commant from the floor that the SuSanA was notoften
heard of 'on the ground', Jung said It was, s yet, o youme arganization,
havingstarisd only In 20067, it had nevertfieksss grown taa current
membership of %1, but remnined inwhat he called the promofion’ stge,
probably accounting for the low public profile, @

Both sessions were well attended
and the participating congress
visitors enjoyed the informal

discussions.

Figure 3: IWA World Water Congress
Daily, 11. Sept. 2008.
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3 List of potential new members and future
collaborations

Contacts of potential new SuSanA members and / or organisations important for
future collaborations have been collected throughout the exhibition. These include
the following;:

- Environmental Cooperation Asia

- Canadian Water and Wastewater Association

- Global Dry Toilet Association of Finland

- Johannesburg Water

- Austrian Development Agency

-AWT

- Norwegian Water

- Emerging Markets Groups, USA

- Brown and Caldwell, Enironmental Engineers & Consultans, Ireland

- UNICEF

- EcoSan Services Foundation

- Cranfield University, UK

- Coalition for Alternative Wastewater Treatment

Contact details are listed in the Annex.

4 Outcome

The SuSanA exhibition at the IWA Congress in Vienna 2008 was a great opportunity
to present the alliance to a wider public. The response was very positive and

inspiring.

Acknowledgements

The SuSanA exhibition was financed through the Stockholm Environmental Institute
(SEI) and AEE INTEC with funds from the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management (Austria) and the Zero-M project (MEDA
Water Programme).

Friday, 9. January 2009 paged/s



Report

4 Outcome
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