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Up-Scaling Access to Sanitation

T

Sanitation activities in Burundi

Development objective. German development cooperation in Burundi

aims at improving supply of urban & rural population with safe
drinking water and adequate sanitation, taking into account principles
of sustainable management of water resources.

The Challenge

Burundi’s sanitation situation faces many challenges. While most
households have a latrine, few meet basic standards such as a
separation between excreta and the user. Sanitation facilities in
schools are largely insufficient. Organised evacuation of waste
water and sludge exists only in parts of the capital Bujumbura and
one secondary town. Instead they reach rivers and lakes untreated
being the main source of pollution of water bodies. The most
important challenges are:
= scattered responsibilities in the sanitation sector between
different ministries resulting in a general lack of proper leader-
ship, weak coordination among different actors, and a poor
environment for investment
= poverty of rural households, thus limited financial capacity
to construct adequate domestic sanitation facilities
= absence of professional service providers. Currently, only
the main two cities of the country, Bujumbura and Gitega,
have low performing municipal sanitation services.

On the Way to scaling up Access

Sanitation: Technical Assistance by GIZ

In Burundi, basic preconditions for scaling-up are still far from being
met. The main focus of GIZ interventions has therefore been on
creating the enabling environment at the institutional and political
levels and on investigating the potential of behaviour change inter-
ventions at the household level.

Project name GIZ Water and Sanitation Programme

Project region Sub-Saharan Africa

Partners « Ministry of Water, Environment, Land Use Plan-
ning and Urban Development (MEEATU): General
Directorate of Water Resources and Sanita-tion
(DGREA).

+ Ministry of Energy and Mines (MEM): General
Directorate for Water and Sanitation Infrastruc-
ture (DGIHA).

* Ministry of Public Health: Department for the
Promotion of Health, Hygiene and Sanitation.

July 2013 - December 2014 (3" phase)
Approximately 400,000 EUR for sanitation

Duration/Budget

Programme focus R s & R &
(*** strong /* weak) Macro  Meso Micro Rural Urban

9.85[2012]
Urban population: 11.2% [2014]

14% / 33% [Source]
Child under 5 mortality [2009]: 166 /1000 births

Population
(million)

Access sanitation:
Rural/urban areas

1. Institutional Sector Framework

Pro-Poor Orientation of sector. The development of the National
Sanitation Policy with its implementing strategy were supported
and finally adopted in 2013 dealing with a broad range of topics
ranging from basic sanitation, air pollution to solid waste manage-
ment. It includes pro-poor approaches, such as subsidizing
domestic sanitation for poor households.

Legal framework and sector coordination. The National Sanitation
Policy clarifies roles and responsibilities of different actors and
serves as a reference. However, government institutions have not
yet started completely fulfilling their assigned roles.

There is no comprehensive legal framework which would facilitate
the implementation of the Policy. GIZ supports its partners in the
implementation and monitoring of the policy in line with their
responsibilities.

Municipal Sanitation. GIZ contributes to the development of a
concept for service provision in towns based on the experience
with the municipal sanitation service of Gitega. Sanitation was
specifically addressed and integrated into municipal development
planning.

National Survey for Hygiene and Basic Sanitation
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2. Implementing Actors
Organisational development. GIZ provided assistance to the munici-
pal sanitation service of Gitega (second largest city in Burundi), cre-
ated in cooperation with KfW in 2010, to improve its performance
and cover operation costs. Its mandate is to manage communal sani-
tation infrastructure and provide services. The main constraints for
service delivery are (1) the status of the sanitation service that
remains part of the municipality with no autonomy and (2) the lim-
ited revenue potential as demand for faecal sludge evacuation is
limited due to its direct use in agriculture.

GIZ also supports capacity development of the concerned cen-
tral government partner institutions.

3. Access Information System
Transparency and clearly defined indicators. GIZ provides technical
assistance to the inter-ministerial monitoring committee and sup-
ported the development of national indicators for water, hygiene
and sanitation. These national indicators are published annually in
the joint sector review report.

Data reliability and quality. A biannual household survey at the
national level has been introduced to calculate the access rate to
sanitation including data on shared latrines and children use.

4. Mode of Financing

National Financing Mechanism. GIZ supports the creation and
development of a basket fund to finance municipal water and
sanitation projects in rural areas. This includes the development

of its organisational structure, procedures, and tools such as stand-

ard tender documents, and supporting each step of implementation.

The objective is to increase financing of water and sanitation
infrastructure in rural areas, ensure accountability and transparency
of expenditures, and enhance local ownership as a prerequisite to
sustainability of investments.

The financing mechanism is currently tested on water and sanitation
projects in 9 pilot municipalities in the province of Kirundo (4) and
Cankuzo (5) selected based on sector criteria such as access rate to
water and sanitation and cost recovery of water supply services.
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5. Access to Sanitation

Different interventions to promote the improved construction of
domestic latrines are tested in three rural districts, being Bugabira,
Nyabitsinda and Rumonge. The aim is to identify interventions that
are suitable for scaling-up. Tested interventions include awareness
building, training of local masons, and subsidizing the construction
of latrines.

Several interventions were designed following an exhaustive
baseline study covering 750 households, looking at the status, use
and cleaning of latrines as well as the underlying psychological
factors influencing this. The study was carried out in cooperation
with the research institute EAWAG, wich also monitors the results
of the tested interventions and the psychological factors which
cause behaviour change.

In order to encourage households in rural areas to build latrines
that are in line with national criteria for adequate sanitation, the
program designed affordable types of domestic latrines and tested
interventions to promote their construction with approximately
6,000 households in cooperation with the Ministry of Public
Health.

Financial assistance by KfW in sanitation

KfW’s support to the water and sanitation program follows a com-
prehensive mix of water, sanitation and hygiene interventions in
seven secondary towns of the country. The infrastructure measures
include the construction of toilets/latrines in all important public
places like schools, prisons, hospitals and markets as well as the
establishment of a complete chain for transport and treatment of
fecal sludge. These infrastructure measures are coupled with sub-
stantial hygiene awareness programs that also put a focus on the
promotion of private sanitation improvements. Moreover, KfW
supports the municipal structures in taking over the operation of
the communal sanitation infrastructure.
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