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Composting toilets – basics, concepts and examples of waterless sanitation 

Instead of returning human excreta with all of their nutrients to the natural nutrient cycle of the earth, the usual 
practice	today	is	to	combine	and	flush	excreta	with	large	quantities	of	valuable	water,	only	to	clean	the	water	
again later at great cost. The treatment and utilisation of faeces by means of waterless sanitation makes it pos-
sible to close the natural cycle again while still meeting modern demands for comfort and hygiene. This book 
describes in detail the methods and the types of biological dry and composting toilets available on the market, 
what needs to be considered when installing and using them on a daily basis, and the legal requirements for 
building integration. It also discusses how to use faecal compost and urine as a hygienically safe fertiliser in 
gardening and agriculture. A wide range of case studies illustrates the experience gained in the use of dry and 
composting	toilets	as	an	effective	alternative	to	flush	toilets,	ranging	from	installations	in	single-family	homes,	
housing estates and allotment gardens to public buildings and recreational areas.
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