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About this Report

The State of Urban Water and Sanita�on in India report emerges from a three-year (2014–2017) 
collabora�ve project funded by the USAID and undertaken by TERI University, Coca-Cola, and TERI, 
�tled 'Strengthening Water and Sanita�on in Urban Se�ngs of India'. The report traces India's journey 
in the urban water and sanita�on sector, aims to be a comprehensive collec�on and analysis of past and 
current policies and programmes, and provides insights into the reasons for several gaps that become 
apparent when the sector is viewed holis�cally. 

The project has ini�ated dialogues on many fronts across disciplines and stakeholder groups. A series of 
stakeholders' consulta�on workshops were held at the regional level and at the na�onal level as part of 
the study, with par�cipa�on from diverse groups, which helped to shape this report. 

The report is divided into three broad sec�ons: the sec�on on policies a�empts not only to highlight 
supply–demand gaps, challenges, and factors that contributed to success but also to understand 
performance through the lens of policy and governance at na�onal and state levels; that on progress 
traces India's progress in the sector, especially under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban), which is 
assessed at the na�onal, state, and city levels; and the concluding sec�on offers solu�ons.

The progress India is making under the Swachh Bharat Mission would extend far beyond achieving 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6, 'Clean water and sanita�on', by contribu�ng to  many other 
SDGs as well: 'No poverty' (SDG 1), 'No hunger' (SDG 2), 'Good health and well-being' (SDG 3), 'Quality 
educa�on' (SDG 4), 'Gender equality' (SDG 5), and 'Sustainable ci�es and communi�es' (SDG 11). This 
publica�on is a modest but important step in recording India's journey and strengthening water and 
sanita�on services in its ci�es. 
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