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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW & CONTEXT 
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Ç First democratic election in 1994 

Ç Sanitation services mirrored apartheid spatial geography 

Ç Political objectives ï Reconstruction and Development Programme 

(RDP) ï political will and commitment (budget) 

Ç The National Sanitation Policy - White Paper (1996) ï Ventilated 

Improved Pit (VIP) Latrine defined as basic level of sanitation 

Ç Strategic Framework for Water Service (2003) indicated that free 

basic sanitation service should be maintained at government expense 

Ç Progress has been made ï from 62% in 2002 coverage to 80% in 

2015 



The VIP (Ventilated Improved Pit) 

Ç Design to reduce disease transmission 
and smells 

Ç Improve on stability of pit latrine 
structure 

Ç Has concrete slab and vent pipe 

Ç Nearly 10% of South African population 
serviced by VIP toilets 
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